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see anything at all Generally he is asleep; sometimes there
is a film over his eyes for a short time; occasionally, as
Tiedemann8 noted in 1787, infants turn their eyes to the
light shortly after birth. At birth the baby has at best only
a vague consciousness of light disturbed from time to time
by blurs o£ darkness. He is startled by intense light and
shuts his eyes against it. During the first two weeks of life
infants almost invariably make some response to a light of
an intensity of about four and one-half candle power. By
the third or fourth week they are usually successful in fol-
lowing with their eyes a moving light or bright object.
They respond to colored lights as well as white, but give
little evidence that they distinguish color as such. In one
experiment, however, infants seven to nine days of age ap
peared to respond slightly dissimilarly to different colors.9
Blue had the most marked effect in inhibiting activity;
. green, less effect; and red, the least effect. Girls were affected
by these colors more than were boys under the conditions
of the experiment. Seeing, as we understand it, does not
occur at birth. The mother's face, a bright pink rattle, and
other objects have no meaning to the newborn. He can see,
but he does not know what he sees.
Hearing. — The newborn's reactions to sound are less
clearly indicated than are his response to light. He may
hear without giving any indication to the ordinary observer
that he has heard. On the other hand, he may be respond-
ing to the vibration that accompanies a clang or a song
rather than to the sound itself. Or, he may make no observ-
able response to a sound because he is used to it, just as
adults become accustomed to street noises and train whistles
in their environment. After the first shock of the birth ex-
perience is over and after the middle ear is free from the
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